ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY         23

i.e., one who completely eschews sathva quality or
one who destroys sathva is Rahu. In other words Rahu
is symbolic of Rajoguna which is in the nature of
passion and indulges in worldly pursuits. It is contrary
to Sathvaguna.

This interpretation is corroborated by the statement
in Nakshathreshti Manthra relating to Ardra, which explains
about all beings being bound by the cords of ignorance.
While all planets move in the right-handed or clockwise
direction, Rahu and Kethu move amongst the constellations
in the opposite anti-clockwise direction. This too confirms
that they are contrary to the Supreme Being who is
sath, and to the pure Sathva-guna. Rahu (ascending
node) is of Rajo-guna, while Kethu (descending node)
is of Thamguna. Kethu will be described in connection
with the star Makha. The previous history of Rahu
and Kethu will be pointed out under the star Shatha
bhishaa.

We have discussed the constellation Mithuna as related
to the word vareniyam of the Gayathri Manthra. We
shall now consider the next constellation Karkataka or
Kataka. This constellation contains three quadrants of
the star Punarvasu, and the stars Pushyami and Ashlesha.
The first quadrant of Punarvasu belongs to the constellation
of Mithuna, and has been interpreted to the effect
that the creation of the human body in the mother's
womb is completed by the 6th month, and in the
seventh month the reflected Chaithanya along with the
knowledge that is pure 'I' joins the body. Then for
the sake of the actions of the body, these radiate
into the body and enter the sheath known as Anandamaya
kosha (Bliss-sheath), Vignyanamaya. kosha (sheath of
knowledge) and Manomava (Sheath of mind), which